
Report from the 1st joint symposium, “Vascular Response to Injury” at 
University of California, Davis 
 

It was one of the nicest days of the spring in Davis, and the welcome by Dr. 
Roy Curry, Associate Dean for Basic and Translational Research in the 
School of Medicine, was even warmer to six of us who attended this first 
joint symposium held on April 10th in Davis, California. 

 
The symposium was held at the Auditorium in the Genome and Biomedical 

Sciences Facility (http://genomecenter.ucdavis.edu/).  
 

Dr. Ann Bonham, Executive Associate Dean for Research and Education began the event by 
introducing the strength of Davis Training and Research Programs. The University of 
California, Davis (UC Davis), has created the Clinical and Translational Science Center 
Program (http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/ctsc/) which aims for a team science approach to bring 

investigators together for multidisciplinary, new research approaches. Dr. Takeshi Adachi from 
our institute then successfully conveyed the spirit of Fukuzawa-sensei and Dr. Kitazato and our 
aim for the global COE program to our California Partner.   
 
This overview of the Keio and Davis training programs was followed by 4 scientific sessions 
including one poster session where 21 speakers gave their presentations. Four themes 
introduced in the symposium were: 
1) pH, ionic and volume regulatory mechanisms in cardiovascular response to injury 
2) Metabolomics and vascular disease; diabetes and lipid disorders 
3) Overview of metabolomics technology at Keio and at Davis (http://metacore.ucdavis.edu/)  
4) Vascular control and inflammatory mechanisms 
 
All presentations by the Davis investigators included a brief survey of current activity in their 
lab and served as a great opportunity for creating collaborations between the Keio and the UC 
Davis.  
 
For more information about the symposium programs see 

http://www.gcoe-metabo.keio.ac.jp/events/pdf/sympo_200804101.pdf 
 
After the symposium, we were invited to a great banquet at the local restaurant and enjoyed the 
true Californian cuisine. It is hard to imagine that all these events happened in only one day.  

http://genomecenter.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/ctsc/
http://metacore.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.gcoe-metabo.keio.ac.jp/events/pdf/sympo_200804101.pdf


However, we were guided to many different ideas and I think that it is our turn to transform the 

strong initiation set by the UC Davis organizer to solid research opportunities for the younger 

generation from which both ends can receive benefit. We cannot be more grateful to Dr. Curry. 

 

Reported by Mayumi Kajimura (Assistant Professor in the Department of Biochemistry & 

Integrative Medical Biology, Keio University School of Medicine) 

 


